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President is seeking to find a new Prime Minister, have in this
way been instinctively made to follow the traditional pattern.1
Partly by intention, partly by drift and necessity, and partly
by simple force of habit, the working of the parliamentary
system under the Fourth Republic became in all these respects
a prolongation of the Third. This continuity was strengthened
by the reappearance of so many experienced parliamentarians
in high office: President Auriol himself, M. Herriot as President
of the National Assembly, M. Blum as Prime Minister in 1946,
M. Paul Reynaud as Minister of Finance in 1948. The mini-
stries of the first Assembly, too, showed all the familiar features
—shortness of life combined with continuity (or recurrence) of
the same men in office. The average life of a ministry between
1946 and 1951 was seven months, and the longest was M. Henri
Queuille's, which lasted for thirteen months. Yet from libera-
tion until 1951 foreign affairs were conducted by either M.
Georges Bidault or M. Robert Schuman, both members of the
Catholic Democrat Party (M.R.P.). M. Jules Moch, a
Socialist, held office in every ministry formed during the five
years of the first National Assembly, and held the Ministry of
the Interior through four of them consecutively. The social-
service posts, such as the Ministries of Agriculture, Education,
Public Health and Labour, were all held by one man for con-
siderable periods of time. This, as already shown, is highly
reminiscent of the Third Republic.2
The issues which have beset French governments—and which
have so often, when they failed to tackle them, destroyed
French governments—have equally little novelty about them.
Financial instability hag remained as irremediable as minis-
terial instability. An unsatisfactory fiscal system, unbalanced
budgets, depreciation of the franc, anxieties about national
security, the eGerman problem', labour unrest: these have
loomed as large in French politics since the war as between the
wars. Plus ga change. . . .
1 Cf. D. W. S. Lidderdale: op. tit., p. 55. Article 45 even specifies 'the
customary consultations' before the President designates the premier.
3 Cf. above, p. 112, and see the detailed examination of the system in
A. Soulier: UInstability ministirielle sous la Troistifoe Rtpublique (1939).

